
Principal’s Message 

Happy February Parents & Guardians!    

I came across this quote and it really resonates with me.  “Every child is gifted, they just unwrap 

their packages at a different time.”  Students are all different, whether they are students at Arata Creek or any 

other school.  They come to school with varying degrees of knowledge, skills, talents and struggles.  As they 

grow and develop as learners, the gifts they bring to the world become more and more evident.  I watch our 

teachers and staff work with your children everyday.  Their passion and desire to help your children “unwrap” 

their packages is amazing and evident in their work daily.  Rita Pierson, an educator, stated “every child deserves 

a champion:  an adult who will never give up on them, who understands the power of connection and insists they 

become the best they possibly can be.”  The Knott Creek team wants to partner with you to build confidence in 

your children, provide the support and encouragement they need to dream big!  The world is wide open for all 

those who dare to dream, commit to working hard, and have people who believe in them each and every day!   

The end of the 2nd trimester is upon us.  Next Friday there is no school for students as it is a staff 

inservice day.  Teachers will be working on analyzing student data, assessing student goals and planning for 

continued success for the 3rd trimester.   Please join us on March 13th at 10:00 for our Awards Assembly!  We 

will be celebrating student success and “unwrapping” their individual gifts.  Spring break is also approaching 

quickly!  It is set for the last week in March so please mark your calendars as there will be no school. 
As we head into the final term of the school year, we ask that you continue to partner with us to 

ensure students remain focused, determined and motivated to do their very best. Thank you for providing us the 

privilege of teaching your children!  If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to call any of the Knott 

Creek team as we would be happy to chat with you.

 

      Thank you for your support! 

      Kari L. Sanders 

      Ms. Kari Sanders/ Knott Creek Principal 
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Inservice Day 
March 9, 2018 
NO SCHOOL 

——————————————— 

Spring Break 
March 26-30, 2018
————————————— 

Smarter Balanced 
State Assessments 

April 17 - May 11, 2018  
———————————————— 

Classified Employees 
Week 

March 5-9, 2018 

Please help recognize 
and celebrate the 

classified staff who work 
with your children 

everyday!  The 
educational assistants, 

safety monitors and 
custodians!  They are 
amazing people who 

have a passion for 
doing whatever it takes 

to help students be 
successful! 
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Parenting is difficult and often times frustrating.  Our children 
are our most precious cargo and many times parents are not sure what 
to do to help their children succeed in schools.  It is essential that 
students understand the importance of taking responsibility, working 
independently, and engaging in active learning at school.  The following 
are some suggestions for helping your child to develop these qualities.

• Establish rules. Every home needs reasonable rules that children 
know and can depend on. Have your child help you to set 
rules, then make sure that you enforce the rules 
consistently.

• Make it clear to your child that he has to take responsibility 
for what he does, both at home and at school. For 
example, don't automatically defend your child if his 
teacher tells you that he is often late to class or is 
disruptive when he is in class. Ask for his side of the 
story. If a charge is true, let him take the consequences.

• Work with your child to develop a reasonable, consistent 
schedule of jobs to do around the house. List them on 
a calendar. Younger children can help set the table or put 
away their toys and clothes. Older children can help 
prepare meals and clean up afterwards.

• Show your child how to break a job down into small steps. 
Teach your child how to do the job one step at a time. 
This works for everything — getting dressed, cleaning a 
room, or doing a big homework assignment.

• Make your child responsible for getting ready to go to school 
each morning. Help him get used to getting up on time, 
making sure that he has everything he needs for the 
school day and so forth. If necessary, make a checklist to 
help him remember what he has to do.

• Monitor what your child does after school, in the evenings, 
and on weekends. If you can't be there when your child 
gets home, give him the responsibility of checking in with 
you by phone to discuss him plans.

• Children need active learning as well as quiet learning such 
as reading and doing homework. Active learning 
involves asking and answering questions, solving 
problems and exploring interests. Active learning also can 
take place when your child plays sports, spends time with 
friends, acts in a school play, plays a musical instrument, 
or visits museums and bookstores.

• To promote active learning, listen to your child's ideas and 
respond to them. Let him jump in with questions and 
opinions when you read books together. When you 
encourage this type of give-and-take at home, your 
child's participation and interest in school is likely to 
increase.
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Talk Anywhere and Everywhere 

Think of talking with your child as being like 
a tennis game with words — instead of a 
ball — bouncing back and forth. Find time to 
talk any place. 

As you walk with your child or ride 
with her in a car or on a bus, talk 
with her about what she's doing at 
school. Ask her to tell you about a 
school assembly or a field trip. Point out 
and talk about things that you see as 
you walk — funny signs, new cars, 
interesting people. 

As you shop in a store, talk with 
your child about what you are doing 
as you go through the store. Discuss 
prices, differences in brands, and how 
to pick out good vegetables and fruit. 
Give your child directions about where 
to find certain items, then have her go 
get them. 

As you fix dinner, ask your child to 
help you follow the steps in a 
recipe. Talk with her about what can 
happen if you miss a step or leave out 
an ingredient. 

As you fix a sink or repair a broken 
table, ask your child to hand you 
the tools that you name. Talk with 
her about each step you take to 
complete the repair. Tell her what you're 
doing and why you're doing it. Ask her 
for suggestions about how you should 
do something. 

As you watch TV together, talk with 
your child about the programs. If 
you're watching one of her favorite 
programs, encourage her to tell you 
about the background of the characters, 
which ones she likes and dislikes and 
who the actors are. Compare the 
program to a program that you liked 
when you were her age. 

  As you read a book with your 
child, pause occasionally to talk to 
her about what’s happening in the 
book. Help her to relate the events in 
the book to events in her life: "Look at 
that tall building! Didn't we see that 
when we were in Chicago?" Ask her to 
tell in her own words what the book was 
about. Ask her about new words in a 
book and help her to figure out what 
they mean. 
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Shoot for the moon, 
even if you miss you will 
land among the stars!

Knott Creek February Principal Awards  

Smile Often 

Think Positively 

Give Thanks 

Laugh Loudly 

Love Others 

Dream Big 


