
LAUNCH Young Child Wellness Council 
September 14, 2011 
 
MEETING NOTES 
 
YCWC Attendees: Jeanne Lemieux (Child Care Resource & Referral -CCRR), Bruce Spilde 
(Mult. County Mental Health), Danita Huynh (Immigrant and Refugee Community Organization – 
IRCO), Nancy Anderson (MESD), Sarah Wetherson (ABCD III), Mary Geelan (CCFC staff), 
Ellyn Arwood (U of P), Julie Goodrich (Health Dept), Abby Bush (OCF) 

Not in attendance:  Barbara Ferre (pediatrician), Annie Neal (Domestic Violence), 
Monique Orr (Albina Head Start), NAYA and Hacienda CDC, Rob Abrams (ECC), Beth 
Gebstadt (Oregon LAUNCH), Meg McElroy (PCL), Jean Rystrom (Kaiser) 

 
Working Group (staff & contractors):  Beth Green, Callie Lambarth, Bill Baney (PSU), 
Roberto Rivera (211info), Maureen DeLongis (Morrison), Nancy Martin (Mult Co), Carolyn 
Jones, Elana Emlen (MESD)  
 
Systems Change Baseline Survey Results – continued discussion from August meeting 
Elana reminded the Council that at the August meeting, Beth and Callie presented results from 
the Systems Change Baseline Survey and the group agreed to discuss the results, and how 
they might impact the work plan, at the September meeting. 
 
Callie and Beth distributed a summary of the results.  This one-pager highlighted the most 
important things that respondents felt that LAUNCH needs to do, the percent of organizations 
doing various activities, and the strength of collaborations. 
 
Some of the discussion included: 

 We need to look at follow-up on referrals 
 In terms of Family Support collaborations with other disciplines, there could be some 

difference between organizations that serve the parent as client compared to those that 
serve the child as the client.  Keeping that in mind might be useful in bridging gaps. 

 We should look at the detail of the responses because parental participation in programs 
drops off as the child ages, even when going from 0-2 into pre-school age. 

 The survey size is small.  The rest of the Early Childhood Council will be included. 
 We should find out from parents about what is and is not working.  It might be possible to 

use carryover funds to have something like the Parent Cafes as a way to gather that 
information.  

 Julie mentioned an article from today’s Oregonian 
http://www.oregonlive.com/living/index.ssf/2011/09/parents_get_schooled_portland.html  
and said that we should give more young child wellness information to the media. 

 It was agreed that there would be a short survey prepared for attendees at the LAUNCH 
“summit” on December 13. 

 Regarding collaboration, often health care providers say that the payment mechanism 
doesn’t allow them to participate.  High level decision makers at the state are interested 
in freeing up providers (doctors, nurses) to connect to the community.  We need to tap 
into that.  We need to know why they feel they can’t collaborate.  Sarah added that they 
are working towards having CPC codes around care coordination.   

 Suggestion to invite hospital social workers for training for collaboration – a possible 
workforce development option. 
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ABCD III 
Sarah Wetherson shared a PowerPoint about ABCD III.  It is being sent out at the same time as 
these minutes.  ABCD III shares common goals with LAUNCH for screening, referral, and care 
coordination.    Conversation included: 

 Question about correlation between length of visit and PCP asking questions about 
developmental concerns. 

 Works are interpreted differently, so “concern” might mean different things to different 
people. 

 PCPs don’t want to screen and identify that a child has needs unless there is a service 
waiting for them.   

 When a PCP refers to Early Intervention, there is a feedback loop build into that referral 
form, so they can ask for the information they want.  That’s the enhancement part of 
care coordination. 

 It would be good if families could choose PCPs/practices that have had START training.  
Can that be marketed? 

 8 managed care plans have volunteered to be part of this project.  This covers 80% of 
the child population of the Oregon Health Plan.  This will have a ripple effect because 
98% of the pediatricians are in these managed care plans. 

 Community Cafes are parent led and bring in a variety of perspectives.  They are taking 
place in Douglas, Lane, and the Tri-county regions.  They talk about resources, 
navigating the system, and other issues.  People want a centralized resource list. 

 
LAUNCH “Summit” and Ellen Galinsky update 
Callie shared information about two upcoming LAUNCH events.  First, Ellen Galinsky will speak 
about Mind In The Making on November 16, 2:30-4:30 at the First United Methodist Church.  
This is jointly sponsored by LAUNCH and the Early Childhood-Community Schools Linkages 
Project at SUN.  
 
Then, there will be a day-long event on December 13 that will feature Neal Horen as a keynote 
speaker on A Public Health Approach to Children’s Mental Health and breakout sessions on 
topics that were identified during the workforce development stakeholder interviews. 
 
Updates 
Mary said that the upcoming Early Childhood Learning Community training on safety for home 
visitors is filled and they might offer another session.  She also said that the Early Childhood 
Council and Social Venture Partners Portland are looking at partnering to be the conveners for 
early childhood in Cradle to Career. 
 
Elana said she would send out the Save The Dates for the Ellen Galinsky event and for the 
ECC-SVPP meetings about Cradle to Career. 
 
Nancy Anderson said that the RFP process for selecting child care sites to receive Mental 
Health/Positive Behavior Interventions Support yielded three sites that will be served.  They are 
Growing Seeds, Kindercare on 181st, and the Market Street YMCA. 
 
Next YCWC Meeting 
The YCWC meets the second Wednesday of each month, 9:30-11:30 
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Next meeting:  October 12, 9:30-11:00 at IKEA, in the meeting room adjacent to the restaurant.  
Steve Shuman, our LAUNCH technical assistance person will be joining us for this meeting.   


